DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
was always kept informed about the chief happenings. It would be a long story if I were to tell of our secret service. Before Austria-Hungary collapsed our provisional government had been recognised by the Entente. Therefore we had our recognised government and army abroad. From the viewpoint of international law, it was certainly a strange state of affairs, unique of its kind. Immediately after the collapse the new State was organised, the National Assembly summoned, the government   constituted   and   the   fundamental articles of the Constitution proclaimed. The policy of the foreign National Council was proclaimed. I was chosen President. The Republic was safely established. We had sufficient civil servants in all departments to carry out the administration. On the whole I do not think that there are many instances where the organisation of a reconstructed, or rather an entirely new, State was so thoroughly thought out and carried through as in this case. Not a single life was sacrificed in Prague. The Germans and the Jews were afraid that they might be thrown into the Moldau, but not a hair of one of them was touched. It indicates a very fine quality in our people that the positive joy over their